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SUMMARY 

  

 

Introduction 

On April 4th, 2019 River LA hosted an informational community meeting to solicit input into the Upper 
LA River & Tributaries (ULART) Revitalization Plan. The role of River LA is to conduct community 
outreach for this planning effort. Prior to the meeting, River LA used a variety of communication 
methods to promote the meeting. Approximately 65 community members attended the meeting.   
 

Station 1: Tell us where you live 

Community members placed dots on a map of the study area to show where they live. 
 

 



 
  

 

Station 2: Tell us what you do at the River 

Participants responded to a series of questions related to the tributaries and sections of the LA river 
that are being studied. The following is a synopsis of the responses. 
 

Did you know there is a river?  
Yes:  26 

No:  0 

 

Do you know what a tributary is?  
Yes:  21 

No:  5 

 

What do you do when you visit the river? 

Walk/Run:  22 

Kayak:  3 

Bike:  16 

Go to a park:  11 

 



Other: 6 

● golf (1) 
● meditation/prayer (1) 
● bird watching (4) 

 

If not, why?  
Access:  1 

 

Safety (lighting, trash, other):  1 

 

Other: 
● I live near Tujunga Wash + Hansen Dam, I don’t visit there because it is unsafe to go down 

there alone (homeless encampments). 
● Response from another resident: Change this perception that displaced people are 

“scary” 

 
 

  

 

Station 3: Share your vision for the tributaries 

Community members viewed visionary examples of opportunities for the tributaries. The following is a 
summary of the results across the 5 themes.    
 



Aesthetics 

Lighting 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  9      Love it:  6 

 

Like it:  3      Like it:  6 

 

Neutral:  9      Neutral:  8 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  8 

 

Like it:  4 

 

Neutral:  5 

 

Additional Comments:  
● light-free zones, light pollution = boo :( 

----------------------------- 
 

Defined Walkways 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  18      Love it:  2 

 

Like it:  2      Like it:  4 

 

Neutral:  2      Neutral:  6 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  14 

 

Like it:  3 

 

Neutral:  3 

 

Additional Comments:  
● Comment on example 1: How can wildlife get over this fence? 

----------------------------- 
 

Landscaping 

 

Ex. 1        Ex. 2 

Love it:  17      Love it:  5 

 

Like it:  1      Like it:  4 

 

Neutral:  2      Neutral:  0 



 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  16 

 

Like it:  1 

 

Neutral:  2 

 

Additional Comments:  
● Comment on example 1: How can wildlife get over/under the big ugly metal fence? 
● Comment on example 1: Also, love the separate biking and walking paths 
● Natural areas / no cement 
● Please leave some areas of strictly open space (no pavement or lights) for the wildlife! (I don’t 

see that in any of the above paths) 
● I second this recommendation!!! 

● Bridges for animals and paths that are animal and people friendly 
----------------------------- 
 

Wayfinding 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  4      Love it:  11 

 

Like it:  5      Like it:  3 

 

Neutral:  6      Neutral:  2 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  14 

 

Like it:  3 

 

Neutral:  0 

 

Additional Comments:  
----------------------------- 
 



 
 

Environment 
Resource Conservation 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  10      Love it:  14 

 

Like it:  4      Like it:  3 

 

Neutral:  5      Neutral:  1 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  30 

 

Like it:  0 

 

Neutral:  1 

 

Additional Comments:  
● Comment on example 1: Same problem here - the fence is good to keep people out of the 

water, but wildlife needs to move to upland areas and this prevents that. 
----------------------------- 
 

Sustainability 



 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  11      Love it:  9 

 

Like it:  4      Like it:  5 

 

Neutral:  7      Neutral:  4 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  21 

 

Like it: 2 

 

Neutral:  2 

 

Additional Comments:  
● Comment on example 1: How are the wild animals supposed to get over the fence? 

----------------------------- 
 

Habitat Restoration 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  20      Love it:  18 

 

Like it:  2      Like it:  2 

 

Neutral:  4      Neutral:  0 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  25 

 

Like it:  3 

 

Neutral:  4 

 

Additional Comments:  
● Tongva access at all times 
● Native plant gardens with information plaques 
● Create a bicycle greenway network to connect communities 
● Conservation areas + wildlife support like owl boxes / mature riparian forest 
● Hahamonga Watershed habitat restoration should be prioritized as key wild corridors  
● “Hahamonga to Tujunga” corridor connects San Gabriel, Verdugos + Watersheds 
● Re-naturalize the stream by habitat restoration and concrete removal 
● Soft bottom river 
● Flood zones/wetlands usable by humans and non-humans when conditions are dry 
● Restore river bottom and protect space with real water capture design 

 



 
----------------------------- 
 

Safety 

Lighting 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  12      Love it:  5 

 

Like it:  5      Like it:  2 

 

Neutral:  6      Neutral:  8 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  7 

 

Like it:  3 

 

Neutral:  6 

 

Additional Comments:  
----------------------------- 
Improved Access 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  14      Love it:  14 



 

Like it:  2      Like it:  3 

 

Neutral:  3      Neutral:  4 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  7 

 

Like it:  4 

 

Neutral: 3 

 

Additional Comments: 
● Improved access where & for whom? 

----------------------------- 
 

Multimodal Accessibility 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  24      Love it:  23 

 

Like it:  3      Like it:  3 

 

Neutral:  5      Neutral:  3 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  7 

 

Like it:  4 

 

Neutral:  8 

 

Additional Comments:  
● General Comments: 

● Interpretive signage/land acknowledgment (native peoples) 
● Multimodal accessibility is great as long as it's not exclusive - not everyone owns/has 

access to equestrian hobbies 
● It is vital to connect communities - having more people is safer 
● Address homeless populations to provide support systems and safe space so they don’t 

have to live in the river 
● Their needs to be a mix of shared and separated spaces for all to move safely and 

together. Portland’s river network provides a place for nature, wildlife, and bridge 
crossings 

● Remove the fencing along the river ways around Herman, etc. (South Pasadena for 
example) 

● How to mitigate encampments? Trash? Safety? 
● Landmarks for reference 
● Med kits 



● Modal development of Devil’s Gate after development of city Pasadena requires 20% of 
resources, jobs being pulled locally perhaps? Indigenous population and [sic.] resources 
should be included in the development of the Hahamonga and LA River 

 

 
----------------------------- 
Access 

Community Amenities 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  19      Love it:  7 

 

Like it:  1      Like it:  3 

 

Neutral:  1      Neutral:  5 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  4 

 

Like it:  1 

 

Neutral:  7 

 

Additional Comments: 
----------------------------- 
 



Open Spaces 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  6      Love it:  8 

 

Like it:  2      Like it:  2 

 

Neutral:  5      Neutral:  5 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  30 

 

Like it:  3 

 

Neutral:  0 

 

Additional Comments: 
----------------------------- 
 

Recreation 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  12      Love it:  10 

 

Like it:  7      Like it:  5 

 

Neutral:  6      Neutral:  6 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  3 

 

Like it:  1 

 

Neutral:  10 

 

Additional Comments: 
----------------------------- 
 

Defined Points of Access 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  23      Love it:  13 

 

Like it:  0      Like it:  2 

 

Neutral:  6      Neutral:  2 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  13 

 



Like it:  1 

 

Neutral:  4 

 

Additional Comments: 
 

 
----------------------------- 
 

 
Infrastructure 

Sidewalks 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  7      Love it:  21 

 

Like it:  3      Like it:  0 

 

Neutral:  9      Neutral:  2 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  3 

 

Like it:  1 

 

Neutral:  3 

 



Additional Comments: 
● With a bike path and walking path 
● Sidewalks - can private sector/concessions help fund long term operations and maintenance? 

----------------------------- 
 

Drainage 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  18      Love it:  6 

 

Like it:  1      Like it:  4 

 

Neutral:  2      Neutral:  3 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  9 

 

Like it:  4 

 

Neutral:  6 

 

Additional Comments: 
● Drainage - incorporate lids, engineered natural treatment systems 

----------------------------- 
 

Pedestrian Lighting 

 

Ex. 1       Ex. 2 

Love it:  8      Love it:  21 

 

Like it:  4      Like it:  4 

 

Neutral:  5      Neutral:  1 

 

Ex. 3        

Love it:  2 

 

Like it:  2 

 

Neutral:  6 

 

Additional Comments: 
● Looks more natural, has plants near water (for animals to hide in if necessary) 

 



 
 

  

  

 

Station 4: Storytelling 
Community members were asked to share a memorable experience along/in the river. Below is a summary of 
key ideas taken from the videos that were recorded and stories that were written on the comment cards.  

 
The community members who attended this meeting had a lot to say about their vision for the 

river that runs through their city. Many people noted that their interactions with the river as children 
had a great impact on their views today, and thought it was important to include river-based education 
in our school curriculums to promote continued environmental stewardship. Residents that saw the 
river as a public resource thought there should be more advertisement for the opportunities to bike, 
hike, kayak, and birdwatch at the river. Though there were very real concerns about balancing safety 
and accessibility when considering development in residential areas along the river, other residents 
saw an opportunity to connect communities with better accessibility through connected trails and bike 
paths along the river and tributaries. In general, residents shared that they see their river as 
something that provides many benefits to their community and recognize the value in improving and 
maintaining it so that it may be enjoyed in similar ways by future generations. 

 
 



 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 











 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 







 
 

 
  



 
  



 
 

  

 

Station 5: Additional Comments 
 



 







 
  

 

Station 5: Visit the LA River Rover 
Community members invited to explore the LA River Rover, a mobile visitor and education center 
from Friends of the Los Angeles River. Below is a summary of key takeaways from community 
members’ experiences. 
 
 Community members were very engaged while exploring the LA River Rover. Children 
particularly enjoyed learning about the ecology of the LA River. FOLAR staff was present to answer 
any questions and talk about the various features in the LA River Rover.  
 


