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Meeting Agenda

1. Call to order

2. Roll call

3. Approval of minutes

4. Comments from members of the public on 
items not on the agenda and public testimony 
on all agenda items

5. Staff update

6. Data compilation update

7. Discussion of site identification with 
prioritization planning process

8. Presentation on project gaps analysis

9. Discussion of project criteria development 
planning process

10. Announcement of future meetings and 
adjournment



Item 4. Comments from members of the Public



Item 5. Staff Update
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Item 6. Data Compilation Update
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Data Compiled and Analyzed to Date

+ Number of datasets analyzed to date: 45 (and counting)

+ Existing/proposed public transit

+ Existing/proposed active transit

+ Open space

+ Vacant land

+ 100 yr-flood mapping including LOMR

+ Historic registered sites

+ Community assets













































Item 7. Presentation on Project Gaps Analysis





Item 8. Discussion of Site Identification 
with Prioritization Planning Process
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Planning Framework

+ Compile list of projects

+ Analyze each project

+ Provide improvement recommendations

+ Create a score

+ Revisit to better meet objectives



Multi-benefit Planning Framework

Step 1. Address Objectives

Step 2. Identify feasible multi-
benefit improvements

Step 3. Determine possible/ 
needed locations within ULART

Step 4. Revisit objectives

Step 5. Determine potential 
project impact

What are Our Objectives?

What Types of Projects 
Advance our Objectives?

Where are Those Projects 
Needed in the ULART?

Are All Objectives Being Met 
with Potential Projects?

How Can Potential Projects be 
Prioritized for Implementation?



Water and Environment Committee 
Purpose
The purpose of the Water and Environment committee is to 
identify and prioritize the opportunities that focus on the 
community need for safety and responsibility for a sustainable 
environment for the Upper Los Angeles River and its Tributaries 
using an integrated approach (water resources/conservation 
/quality/recreation source)

Step 1. Address Objectives



Objectives

+Create equitable opportunities to enhance the ecosystem, 
watershed health, water supply, improve water quality, 
habitat, and biodiversity 

+Maintain or enhance flood management

+Balance the utilization of available space and resources for 
both the environment and the community

+Assess all opportunities for resiliency to climate change

Step 1. Address Objectives



Example W&E 
Improvements 
from Committee

+Stormwater Capture

+Habitat Restoration/ 
Corridors

+Channel Access

+Stream/Habitat 
Restoration

+Floodplain Expansion

+Pocket Parks

Step 2. Identify feasible multi-
benefit improvements



Clearly Tying Improvements to Objectives

Objective: Create equitable opportunities to enhance the 
ecosystem, watershed health, water supply, improve water quality, 
habitat, biodiversity and watershed health

Applicable Improvements (“Building Blocks”)

+Stormwater capture

+Habitat restoration

+Parklets 

+Stream Restoration

+Floodplain expansion
Step 2. Identify feasible multi-
benefit improvements

Bundle into 
Multi-Benefit 
Projects in Step 3



Step 3. Determine possible/ 
needed locations within ULART



+ Aliso Canyon Wash

+ Publicly Owned Land

+ Tributary Adjacent

+ Portions Already Planned

+ Comment from November 
Committee Meeting



Step 4. Revisit objectives



Step 4. Revisit objectives



Aliso Canyon Wash

Publicly Owned Land

Tributary Adjacent

Portions Already Planned

Comment from November 
Committee Meeting

Step 4. Revisit objectives



All Objectives
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Feature and promote the importance of the community and local culture

Identify and create improved, inspirational, inclusive access and connectivity to public space, the 
river and tributaries for all users

Incorporate and Identify opportunities for education, recreation, ecosystem and habitat restoration, 
passive recreation, and examine their relationship with baseflows

Provide connectivity to safe parks, open spaces, trails

Focus on social equity and environmental justice during the planning process

Strengthen local business and vendors to foster job creation and economic growth
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Create equitable opportunities to enhance the ecosystem, watershed health, water supply, 
improve water quality, habitat, biodiversity and watershed health

Maintain or enhance flood management

Balance the utilization of available space and resources for both the environment and the  
community

Assess all opportunities for resiliency to climate change



Step 5. Determine Potential 
Project Impact



Step 5. Determine Potential 
Project Impact



Planning Framework



Item 9. Discussion of Project Criteria 
Development Planning Process
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Exercise: Discuss and develop 
improvements for example projects

+ Sites represent the different typologies identified during committee 
and working group meetings

+ One site per selected tributaries

+ Purpose is to discuss needs and provide input for those types of 
projects (schools, bridges, etc.) and projects along those tributaries

+ Join the planning team for a site level project example analysis



Channel Right of Way Existing Park School

Stormwater Basin Bridge /Urban 
Barrier 

Ecological Connection



















































SUMMARY AND REPORT OUT

Channel Right of Way Existing Park School

Stormwater Basin Bridge /Urban 
Barrier 

Ecological Connection



Channel Right of Way Existing Park School



Stormwater Basin Bridge /Urban Barrier 
Ecological Connection



Revitalization

Plan
Concept 

Development
Draft 

Framework
Constraints

Analysis

Initial 
Opportunity

Sites

Inventory 
and 

Analysis

Plan Development Timeline

Community OutreachCommunity Engagement Plan

2018 2019



Plan Development Timeline

2018 2019

Phase 1: Community Information Meetings

1. Wednesday, March 13th from 6:00PM to 8:00PM
Discovery Cube
11800 Foothill Blvd
Sylmar, CA 91342 

2. Wednesday, March 20th from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM
Los Angeles Zoo
Witherbee Foundation Auditorium
5333 Zoo Dr, Los Angeles, CA 90027

3. Thursday , April 4th from 6:00 PM to 8:00PM
Kidspace Children’s Museum 
480 N Arroyo Blvd, Pasadena, CA 91103

4. TBD, late March early April



Committee Member Comments



Item 10. Announcement of future meetings and adjournment



AB 466 Contact Information

Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority

• Sarah Rascon, Urban River Program Officer
Email: sarah.rascon@mrca.ca.gov 

Tel. No. (323) 221-9944, Extension 109

• Melissa Vega, Project Analyst
Email: melissa.vega@mrca.ca.gov 

Tel. No. (323) 221-9944, Extension 199

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, Board Secretary
Tel. No. (310) 589-3200, Extension 118
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